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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean is the forum 
where the Parliaments of the 
region come together and 
operate to reach those common 
objectives towards the creation 
of the best political, social, 
economic and cultural 
environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 

PAM is a regional interstate 
organization, an Observer at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations and with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental 
role as an organization whose 
activities are firmly rooted as a 
complementary asset to the work 
of other regional and 
international bodies entrusted 
with the responsibility to foster 
security, stability and peace in 
the Mediterranean.  

 

Through PAM, political dialogue 
and understanding between the 
Member States and their citizens, 
is strengthened and this is 
achieved, notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building 
confidence among 
Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of 
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, 
regional organizations and 
international fora.  
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PAM delegation reviews 10 years  

of cooperation at meeting with  

UN Secretary General, in New York 
 

A Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean high level 
delegation attended the 71st ses-
sion of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations from 19 
to 23 September 2016, in New 
York.  

 

Delegates, led by PAM Presi-
dent, Senator Sen. Lhou Lmar-
bouh (Morocco), included, 
PAM Vice President and Head of the French Delegation to PAM, 
Hon. Michel Vauzelle, Head of the Italian Delegation to PAM and 
PAM Honorary President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso, the Head of the 
Monegasque Delegation to PAM, Hon. Nathalie Amoratti-Blanc, 
PAM President Emeritus, Mr. Mohammed Abou El Enein (Egypt,) 
and the PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi. Amb. Qazi-
Shaukat Fareed, PAM Permanent Observer in New York, and Amb. 
Peter Schatzer, PAM Permanent Observer in Vienna, formed part of 
the delegation. 

 

The PAM parliamentary delegation 
attended the opening and plenary 
sessions of the UN High-level 
meeting on “Addressing large 
movements of refugees and mi-
grants”, where the PAM President 
delivered a statement on PAM’s 
vision and initiatives for the Medi-
terranean region.  

 

The delegates also attended the UN General Debate and a series of 
high-level events dedicated to critical issues for the Mediterranean, 
such as, inter alia, countering and preventing violent extremism, the 
entry into force of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, global 
challenges and regional responses in relation to large movements of 
refugees and migrants, and sustainable economy. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A series of high-level bilateral meetings dealt with the interaction between the UN system and the activi-
ties and mandate of PAM . These included consultations and exchange of views with Mr. Espen Barth Ei-
de, on the negotiations taking place on the unification of Cyprus, with Mr. Martin Kobler, UN Special 
Representative for Libya, with Mr. Christopher Ross, UN Special Representative for Western Sahara, with 
Mr. Jean-Paul Laborde, Executive Director of the CTED of the UNSC, with Ms. Kyung-wha Kang, Assis-
tant Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, with Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under Secretary General for Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs (DESA), and finally with the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon,. The 
meeting with Mr. Ban Ki-moon represented the opportunity to review 10 years of close cooperation in the 
fields of migration, climate change, sustainable development and counter terrorism.  

 

Overall the meetings highlighted the strategic 
importance and added value of the partnership 
between the UN System and PAM, as well as 
the key role played by the PAM Secretariat in 
continuously strengthening cooperation and 
opportunities for initiatives relevant to the Euro
-Mediterranean region. It is worth to mention a 
special request by Mr. Kobler for PAM to visit 
the Libyan Parliament in Tobruk as soon as 
possible. 

 

With reference to cooperation in countering 
terrorism and violent extremism, and recalling 
the recent joint activities between PAM and the 
UN (UNODC and CTED), emphasis was put 
on the forthcoming joint events to be hosted by 

the Italian Parliament, on the importance of inter-religious dialogue and on the evaluation of the imple-
mentation by national parliaments of the Mediterranean region of the relevant Security Council resolu-
tions, respectively. Furthermore, a list of dedicated activities was agreed upon, for implementation in 2017 
and 2018. 

 

The assistance of PAM was also requested by OCHA in order to use its network of parliamentary diploma-
cy in Syria and neighbouring countries to step up all possible actions to protect civilians and to facilitate 
the delivery of humanitarian assistance to those in need.  

 

At the margins of the GA, PAM delegates had the 
opportunity to meet and exchange views with a 
number of international leaders and UN senior offi-
cials, including H.E. President François Hollande, 
H.E. President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, the former Pres-
ident of Slovenia, the State Minister of Monaco, 
Foreign Ministers of Italy, Syria, Russian Federation 
and Belarus, the Italian Minister of Interior, the UN 
Special Envoys for Syria and Iraq, the Secretary 
General of OSCE and the Vice President of the 
World Bank Group, among others.//  
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PAM delegation at EBRD meeting in London 

 
On 9 September 2016, a high level bilateral meeting took place, in London, between EBRD and PAM. 

EBRD President, H.E. Suma Chakrabarti, welcomed PAM President, Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, accompa-
nied by Sen. Francesco Amoruso, PAM former President, and Amb. Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary 
General. This meeting was part of the high-level consultations foreseen by the MoU signed between the 
two institutions in 2013. 

 

The main aim of the London meeting was 
to review the present situation in the Medi-
terranean region and identify priority ac-
tions aimed at sustaining economic growth 
and sustainable development initiatives 
necessary to address the main challenges 
ahead, such as the spread of violent extrem-
ism, the migration flows and the need to 
sustain the labor market. Discussions fo-
cused on the needs of the Southern Medi-
terranean region in terms of investments in 
favor of both States and private sector, as 
well as the importance of National Parlia-
ments in debating and fostering at the Na-
tional and Regional levels the legislative 
frameworks required to support foreign and 
national investments. The EBRD President 
welcomed the contribution and support pro-
vided by PAM on the ratification process of the agreement with Lebanon, as well as the overview of the 
needs in Palestine and Libya.  

 

The PAM President expressed his wish for EBRD to address the needs of funding the investments in Sa-
hel as a subregion of immediate vicinity with the Mediterranean Basin. On its side, the PAM Delegation 
expressed appreciation for the 4 billion Euros so far invested by the EBRD (during the past three years) in 
the Southern Mediterranean region (Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia and Morocco) mainly in the sector of Energy 
and Mining. 

 

At a specific request by PAM, with reference to the water crisis in Gaza, the PAM delegation was pleased 
to learn more about the initiative by the EBRD for the establishment of two trust funds to support the En-
ergy, the Water and other priority sectors for Gaza and Palestine in general, initiative to which PAM 
pledged its full support. 

 

On the occasion of this meeting, it was also agreed to consider the organization of a large joint confer-
ence, to be held in 2017, for PAM MPs to debate the economic trends of the region and in individual 
countries, as well as to familiarize them with key requirements relative to legislative and regular frame-
works to attract and consolidate foreign investments. 

 

Both President Chakrabarti and President Lmarbouh stressed the unique nature and added value provided 
by the strategic partnership between PAM and ERBD and committed to further strengthen it with concrete 
and joint initiatives. The meeting with President Chakrabarti was preceded by a discussion on country 
specific priorities/programs and joint actions to be envisaged with Dr. Ricardo Puliti, EBRD Managing 
Director for Energy, and Mr. Tarek Osman, EBRD Political Advisor.// 
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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean, represented 
by Honorary President, Senator 
Francesco Amoruso (Italy), par-
ticipated to the latest mission of 
the Project “The Garden of Mer-
maids” aimed at the identifica-
tion of antique wreckages buried 
and lost in the deep waters of the 
Gulf of Naples.  

“This project, carried under the 
auspices of  PAM, is part of a se-
ries of cultural initiatives, which 
based on research, protection and 
promotion of cultural heritage, are 
aimed at contributing to further 
enhance the collaboration among 
the Mediterranean countries for a 
more peaceful future”, Sen. 
Amoruso commented. The PAM 
Honorary President also recalled 
the commitment of PAM to the 

protection of cultural heritage in-
cluding that threatened by wars 
and organised crime, as well as 
the works of a PAM dedicated 
conference held in Rabat, Moroc-
co, on 14-15 May 2015, following 
the destruction by ISIS of the Pal-
myra site. 
 
The Rabat seminar had recom-

mended that governments 
demonstrate the utmost 
political will, and take 
joint action, to counter 
acts of destruction and 
looting of World Cultural 
Heritage in many regions 
of the world, and parlia-
ments were invited to 
promote in their respec-
tive regions and national 
fora, the provisions of the 
relevant international 
conventions, the Resolu-

tions on this matter by the United 
Nations Security Council, 
UNESCO, IPU and PAM.  
 
The Project, to which the 
PAM committed its support at 
a preparatory meeting last Ju-
ly, is an initiative of the Re-
storing Ancient Stabiae Foun-
dation (RAS), founded in 
Washington DC in 2002, at 
the initiative of the University 

of Maryland, as a co-
operative project in 
the field of cultural 
heritage. The RAS 
project aims to build 
an Archaeological 
Park of almost sixty 
hectares on the site of 
ancient Stabiae (a city 
buried with Pompeii 
and Ercolano by the 
eruption of the Vesu-
vius volcano in 79 AD). 
 

The mission included the partici-
pation of Prof. Ugo Di Capua, 
Project Director, Prof. Tim Gam-
bin, from the University of Malta, 
Prof. Vincenzo Morra, from the 
Federico II University of Naples, 
the Russian Geographical Society, 
as well as the U Boat Navigator 
support vessel with its two sub-
mersibles, with which a number of 
sealed amphorae dating back over 
2000 years, were recovered at a 
depth of 105 mtrs.//  
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Promoting intercultural dialogue  

through cultural heritage initiatives  


